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Can Am CH Bedlam's Landslide (airborne; 1984) 

Can Am CH Bedlam's Go Get'Em Garth Can Am CD (1977) 
 

 
Bedlam's Go Get'Em Garth (6 mo), WD BW BP BCB 1978 
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History.  At least I’m consistent.  I’ve shared my life, such as it is, with Beardies for some 53 years now. It all 
started back on a sunny south Florida day in 1966 when I saw a man walking a gorgeous shaggy brown dog and 
immediately fell in love (with the dog, of course). The owner, Darryl Fleeger, was an internationally known 
architect and had acquired Penny (Annabelle of Tillingbourne) while on a business trip to England. Like 
everyone else back in those days, I had never heard of a Bearded Collie and Darryl had to show me a photo and 
article in a British dog book to prove the breed existed.  In the days following, I was even accorded the privilege 
of dog sitting Penny when Darryl was out of town and found her personality was just as pleasing as her 
appearance.  I had to have a Beardie of my own. But they were definitely scarce in North America. In time, 
Darryl went back to England and returned with Bonkers, an adult black male formally known as Bonanza of 
Bothkennar, whom he acquired from Mrs. Willison.  
 
Later, I learned Bonkers was a litter brother to the famous Ch. Osmart Bonnie Blue Braid. The difference in 
kennel names came about when Mrs. Willison sold the parents, Ch. Bravo of Bothkennar and Ch. Blue Bonnie 
of Bothkennar, to the Osbournes of Osmart kennels who bred the litter. Mrs. Willison took one of the pups, 
Bonkers, for herself and bestowed her own kennel name on the pup. 
 
Eventually, Darryl bred Bonkers and Penny which resulted in a litter of three – one brown male and two black 
females. Did you ever notice when you want a particular color and/or sex, the litter will contain everything but? 
I had my heart set on a brown female, just like Penny. Instead, I ended up with one of the two black females. 
Darryl had dubbed her Hermione of Stonehall and Hermione she stayed though my young son condensed the 
name to Miney.  How I wish I had acquired her later in life because at the time I didn’t realize how talented she 
was and didn’t really appreciate her capabilities. So my first Beardie arrived in my life in 1969. 
 
We had abandoned the sunny south for the Great White North and were living in Canada when a chance 
meeting made a change in my life. My son, Kellly, and I were at the Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto 
and I was resting my aching feet while watching a demonstration by the North York Obedience Club Drill 
Team. “Look Mom, there’s a dog like Miney,” Kelly exclaimed as the announcer introduced the team members, 
“And next we have Carol Gold and her Bearded Collie, Gael. The Bearded Collie is a rare breed and Gael is one 
of only four in Canada.”  Me and my big mouth, I shouted “Five!”  Carol turned to pick me out of the audience. 
“Don’t leave!” she commanded. I stayed. Canadian Kennel Club recognition of the Bearded Collie topped 
Carol’s bucket list. I went along for the ride.  
 
First we had to get enough registerable Beardies (7) in the country. Carol told me of an upcoming litter in 
England between two top Beardies –the aforementioned Ch. Osmart Bonnie Blue Braid and Ch. Edelweiss of 
Tambora. I put in an order for a brown male. In the meantime, my husband surprised me by returning from a 
business trip to England with two six-month-old black pups – Cynpeg’s Hillbilly and Tarskavaig Black Velvet, 
male and female. Carol had bred Gael (Wishanger Marsh Pimpernel) to Osmart Brown Barnaby and produced a 
sizeable litter. I took a brown female, Raggmopp First Impression (Bounce).  Not long after, my brown male 
arrived from England and we welcomed Bronze Javelin of Tambora (Brit) to the family.  Suddenly, I had a 
houseful of Beardies and chose Bedlam as my kennel name for obvious reasons. What else could you call a 
houseful of Beardies? 



 
Raggmopp First Impression (Bounce, 1970) 

from the first registered CKC Beardie litter 
 

The CKC accorded the Bearded Collie full recognition in 1970 and we were ecstatic.  Cynpeg’s Hillbilly (dog) 
and Tarskavaig Black Velvet (bitch), were among the foundation dogs in Canada.  The conformation ring and 
obedience trials were now open to us. Most achievements were ‘firsts’ in our breed.  
 
When it came to mentors in our breed, we were very much on our own. The experienced breeders were all in 
Great Britain and since email was in the distant future, snail mail was about the only way to learn and that took 
forever to post internationally. Few dog books of the time even mentioned the Beardie so we learned by 
experience.  
 
In the early days with Beardies, conformation and obedience were just about the only activities open to the 
breed. After 22 years in Canada, I moved back to Florida in 1990. About that time, it seemed the AKC began 
adding a variety of activities to the canine calendar. Agility, rally, herding, scent work, tricks and more were 
offered and accepted.  Over the years, my crew has earned titles in rally, obedience, conformation, scent work, 
tricks and a few others.  I’ve found scent work to be especially fascinating, watching my boy home in on a 
specific scent in a most businesslike manner. It’s a sport where the dog does all the work. 
 
While still in Canada, I was required to do some conformation stewarding while applying for my judging 
license. The same requirement applies in AKC. On returning to Florida, I joined a stewards’ association here in 
the southeast and thoroughly enjoy the challenge (and it truly is challenging) of stewarding at about 60 shows 
and/or trials a year. I heartily recommend stewarding as a way to stay involved in the show scene, keep abreast 
of rules and regulations and get to know the breeds. You also get free lunches. 
 
I currently have three Beardies in the household, Keira (Bedlam’s Keira On A Kit String, CGC, RN, BN, FDC, 
URO1 (UKC)), Declan (Bedlam’s Locked and Loaded, CD, BN, RN, FDC, SCN, SIN, SBN, CGCA, TKN), 
and Lacie (Bedlam's Lass In The Fast Lane, CD, BN, RE, FDC, TKN, CGCA, ATT) who is co-owned with 
Aline Brisendine who put rally and obedience titles on her.  All three Beardies have the same sire and dam, 
though Keira is a year older. 
 



Breeding.  Back to the Beardies.  Wanting to get to know the breed first, I didn’t begin breeding until a few 
years had passed. From the start, the litters were named alphabetically, so the first litter’s names all began with 
‘A’ and so on. When we made it through the alphabet, we started over again, this time having two names begin 
with the relevant letter. My last litter was double ‘n’ so that adds up to 40 litters to date, averaging less than one 
a year.   When it comes to selecting a mate, I will only breed to a dog I’ve seen in person (in canine?).  Photos 
can lie and with the advent of photoshopping, they can lie even more.  Specifically, I like to see a dog in action.   
 
Correct movement is the first thing I look for when judging or just observing. Movement tells you a lot about 
structure.   Temperament and intelligence are the qualities that make a good companion.  Some people will 
acquire a dog to participate in a particular sport. That doesn’t always work.  I’ve had Beardies who love agility 
and others who have absolutely no interest in the sport.  My current male is enthusiastic about scent work but 
his litter sister isn’t.  Rather than have a specific activity in mind, I try to give my dogs a taste of different sports 
to determine which ones interest them. 
 
The interpretation of intelligence is open for discussion. One thing’s for sure. Intelligence and trainability are 
NOT the same thing. And the most intelligent dogs are not necessarily the easiest to train. In fact, they may 
drive an owner slightly nutty. Perhaps the most intelligent Beardie I’ve owned was Brit who could escape any 
enclosure or open any crate ever made and not by destroying them.  He’d figure out how they worked and then 
use that knowledge to free himself. For example, he got out of a Vari Kennel by bouncing it up and down until 
the screws that held the two halves together were loosened enough to drop and provide an opening. Funny thing 
was that after each escape, he didn’t run away. Instead he’d come to find me and let me know he’d met the 
test.  “Hey Mom, guess what I just did?” When I put up a kennel building, Brit’s run was something like 
solitary at San Quentin. Six ft high chain link cemented into concrete blocks and topped with a heavy wire 
cover. Wire mesh was buried under a base of sand and topped with gravel to keep him from digging out.  And 
yes, he escaped. He climbed up the chain link, hung on near the top while he disconnected the wire topping with 
teeth and nails. Once he pulled it far enough back for an opening, he climbed through and proceeded to run 
around on the kennel building roof. I spent 14 years trying to stay ahead of him.  I could write a book about the 
escapades of my hairy Houdini.   
 
Healthy pups start with healthy parents. I believe in the basics: puppy shots, eye exams, hip x-rays,  regular 
worming,  precautionary vaccines, good nutrition and regular vet checks. The most important thing is to give a 
puppy the best possible start in life.  In terms of health issues, hip dysplasia was handled for the most by x-
raying and not breeding dogs who were dysplastic. Brit was used at stud before we started x-raying; he had 
grade 4 HD which never stopped him from jumping, climbing, etc.  One of his kids went on to win the national 
specialty; he x-rayed clear as I recall.  The only other health problem was Addison’s; I know of just 3 cases over  
the years and none recently. 
 
Lessons Learned.  I have to say the first that comes to mind is the fact that good shoulders are recessive. 
You’d think Mother Nature would make them dominant because they’re so important but perhaps she doesn’t 
want breeders to have it too easy. Good shoulders are hard to come by and easy to lose. And while you can 
correct a bad rear in a generation or two, good shoulders may take many years and untold generations to 
acquire.   
 
The second lesson? There’s no such thing as the perfect dog. Learn to live with it. 
 
Puppy Families.  If there’s one thing that will make a person decide not to breed, it’s would-be puppy 
buyers. They can be infuriating. There are the folks who want to visit to see the pups and then don’t show up 
(after you’ve spent hours cleaning), the ones who want whatever you don’t have (a brown male perhaps or a 
blue bitch when the entire litter are blacks), the ones who think you’re like a store and always have pups in 
stock. I could go on. But I won’t because there are also some very nice people who will provide terrific, loving 
homes for your precious pups.  



 
The trick is to know which is which.  Your best bet is intuition. Don’t laugh. If something just doesn’t feel right, 
chances are your mind has gathered up a bunch of information to warn you. Use it.  Key things to look for in 
puppy buyers? Honesty, consideration, attitude.  If they have children, are they well behaved, polite, obedient? I 
prefer to pick the pup I feel best matches their life. I’ve had a couple of instances where the people insisted they 
wanted one particular pup I knew was wrong for them but I let them take their choice. Sure enough I ended up 
taking it back and replacing it with a pup with the personality I knew would be best. For instance, a lady chose a 
pup with a dominant personality and he eventually ran the house because she didn’t know how to deny him 
anything. He would bark to get her up at 2 am just to go out and run happily around the yard. I took him back, 
paired her with a laid back pup and they lived happily ever after. And I had to undo the damage she had done to 
the first dog. Lesson learned. 
 
Another lesson. Do not send a puppy home with someone expecting a baby or with a young child in residence. 
The child’s care and training takes precedence and the pup is neglected. Or a young child plays too rough and 
hurts the dog who retaliates with growling or a nip. Now the parents think the dog is a menace and send it to an 
animal shelter or have it put down.  Obviously there are families who can handle pups and young children at the 
same time, especially if they are experienced dog owners. But they’re the exception rather than the rule. 
 
Some puppy purchasers have become lifelong friends. After all, we share a mutual love of Beardies. I let buyers 
know I’m always willing to answer questions, to help them in any way possible. If they choose to keep in touch, 
I think it’s wonderful. If not, I respect their wishes. 
 
The Breed.  The question was “How would you compare today’s Beardies with those of 15-20 years ago?” 
Now you’ve hit a sore point. So give me room to get up on this soap box and stand back out of firing range! The 
Beardie is a long bodied dog, four high to five long according to the standard. Yet the rings are populated by 
square-bodied Beardies.  Why? Who decided square was better? Was there a reason to change? Someone will 
probably comment, “My ‘square’ Beardie took Best of Breed at her last six shows so the judges don’t think it’s 
wrong.” But judges can only put up the dogs entered under them. It has been suggested that knowledgeable dog 
people should be able to identify a breed by its silhouette. But what happens when that silhouette has changed? 
A square body affects that breathtaking ‘daisy cutter’ gait of a well structured Beardie. 
 
Another irritating trend is the ‘knitting needle’ parts many exhibitors insist on putting the length of Beardie 
backs. Natural parts are weatherproof. Those knitting needle parts are the equivalent of wearing a raincoat slit 
open down the middle of the back. The phony part aside, I believe exhibitors have gotten back to a more normal 
appearance and away from the excessive scissoring that was so popular a few years ago.  
 
Going back even more than the suggested 15 to 20 years, I miss the days when Beardies were strictly an owner 
handled breed. After judging, we’d gather for lunch and conversation, swapping stories, critiquing judges and 
sharing recipes. Now it appears the owner handler is often the lonely individual in a sea of pro handlers. The 
camaraderie has disappeared. 
 
Great Examples of the Breed.  What constitutes a ‘great’ Beardie? In the past that designation was reserved 
for the big winning conformation dogs. Perhaps I’ve become jaded but ‘big winning’ correlates with ‘big 
bucks.’ Campaigning costs. It’s not always the best dogs but often the ones with the wealthiest owners who can 
claim top honors in the conformation ring.  It might be added that with the AKC turning out judges in droves to 
officiate at the multitude of shows now in existence, many are not well acquainted with the finer points of all 
their breeds and resort to generic judging.  And should the ‘great’ terminology be awarded to only conformation 
dogs? Today there are so many venues for our versatile dogs. A Beardie who earns an OTCh in obedience has 
achieved a pinnacle few others can reach. That dog and owner-handler certainly are worthy of the highest 
respect. Don’t believe me? Then check the number of champions in the breed compared to the number of 
OTChs. Those who have exceled in other canine competition (herding, rally, agility, fastcat etc.) may also be in 



line to be termed ‘great.’   (editor’s note:  in July 2022 in AKC competition there are close to 5200 CHs, yet 
only 5 OTCHs, 28 Herding CH and 80 Agility CH.)  
 
Some people have commented that I breed ‘old fashioned’ Beardies. I consider that a compliment. 
 
 

 
Early Canadian Beardies 

 

 

(L to R).  Ch. Raggmopp The Bad Boy, Ch. Raggmopp First Impression Can & Am CD, Ch. Wishanger 
Marsh Pimpernel CD, (pup) Bedlam's Excalibur,  Ch.Bedlam Bit of Bounce, Ch Bronze Javelin of 
Tambora  
 



 
Flight School 

 
Can &Am Ch. Bedlam's Go Get'em Garth Can & Am CD (in flight) 

Can & Am Ch. Bedlam's Instant Insanity (ready for takeoff)  
Garth is sire of Instant Insanity 

 
  



 

 

 
 

 
 

Bedlam’s Locked and Loaded, CD, BN, RN, FDC, SCN, SIN, SBN, CGCA, TKN 
(Declan, 2014) 

  



 

 

 
 
 

Bedlam's Lass In The Fast Lane, CD, BN, RE, FDC, TKN, CGCA, ATT   
(Lacie, 2014) 

 
 
 
 

Selected Pedigrees and Photos next 
UK Foundation animals registered have a black triangle   
UK Foundation animals unregistered have a black circle  

Repeat ancestors are marked in color unique to each 
Pedigree COI is for 10 generations 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 



 
 

 
Can CH Bronze Javelin of Tambora.   

He sired 2 litters, the first out of Bedlam’s Bit of Bounce (4 progeny);  
the second out of Kukla of Doornkraal (1 progeny) and at least 773  

descendants in multiple current US Kennels. 



 
 

 
 

Can Ch. Wishanger Marsh Pimpernel CD (front) behind her on left is her daughter Ch. 
Raggmopp Gaelyn Image, middle is Can Ch Raggmopp Intrepid Spirit and right is Can 
Am CH Bedlam’s Go Get’em Garth Can Am CD 

 
 



 
 

Lacie and Declan (littermates) 
 

 
  
 

  



Editor’s Note 

Alice’s earliest Beardie, Hermione, was born in 1969 in the USA before the breed was accepted into AKC so 
neither she nor her parents are among the AKC foundation Beardies.  Because she was imported to Canada and 
AKC didn’t recognize Beardies it was impossible to have an export pedigree for Canadian registration. 

 
Hermione of Stonehall 

 

 
 
 

 
 


