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History 
 

I went to Horticultural College in the early sixties and the fruit lecturer’s wife came to help with 
practicals out in the orchards.  She was Betty Foster and had two Bearded Collies, a breed I had never 
heard of.  I was very taken with them and said that if she ever bred another litter I would like a pup.  
Two years later she offered me a pup and I bought my foundation bitch, Bredon Whisper.  Two years 
later again she told me that she had a really nice dog pup that I must have; this was Bredon Quarry.  This 
started me off, although I went to Bluebottle of Bothkennar for my first litter (born in January 1968) as 
my dog was rather young at that stage.  Bredon Quarry sired my second litter born in August 1968. 

 

                                 
          Bredon Whisper (1964)   Bredon Quarry (1967) 
 

     
Bredon Mist (1959, dam of Whisper      Sallen Duke (2020, S Csar x S Rockrose)  

                     and Quarry) 
 



• How many litters have you bred? 
 
195 litters, comprising 133 KC registrable litters and 62 working strain litters.  Of  the latter, a number 
had one KC registered parent. 
 

• How did mentors play a role in your start with breeding? 
 
I did my own research and then went to a dog who was reasonably local for my first litter.  Thereafter I 
became friends with the breeder of  the sire of my foundation bitch and the sire of my dog so tended 
towards her stock.   
 

• What activities are you involved in with your Beardies? 
 
We try to use one at a time to help with moving sheep, but the trouble is our sheep know exactly where 
we want them to go at any time!  However a dog is a useful ‘extra body’.  They are first and foremost 
our companions. 

 
 
Breeding 
 

• How do you select a  mate and what resources are most useful? 
 
For KC registered litters I have always used fairly closely related parents.  This began when I started 
with a bitch sired by Ch Wishanger Cairnbhan, and then got a half brother who was sired by a Cairnbhan 
half brother.  I liked the results of breeding from these two, so when I acquired another Cairnbhan 
daughter (out of an unregistered working bitch) I mated her to Cairnbhan’s close relatives with 
considerable success.  This convinced me that linebreeding was the way forward as far as I was 
concerned. 
 

• What health screening tests do you require for sire and dam and why? 
 
Nowadays, since the discovery of CEA/CH in the breed, I DNA test any pups which have a carrier 
parent so that I never mate two carriers together.  Any carrier pups which are sold have their KC 
registrations endorsed “progeny not eligible for registration”.  I also nowadays X-ray hips and elbows 
and am happy that my scores are reasonably low, with no Elbow dysplasia case so far to my knowledge. 
 

• How and why do you prioritize traits such as structure/movement, temperament, intelligence, 
herding instinct and biddability, family health history, performance? 
Temperament, biddability, structure/movement, intelligence, herding instinct, family health history.  The 
first two come first because almost all my pups go as family pets.  Family health history comes last as 
health issues have rarely been a problem in my stock, and I don’t knowingly breed from unhealthy dogs.  
Happily I am blessed with a healthy strain(s) and am so far rarely troubled by the increasing number of 
autoimmune diseases occurring in the breed.   
 
I know of two cases of Addison’s Disease among the Beardies I have bred.  The first had been exported 
as a pup and I never kept any pups from either of her parents, nor was she bred from.  The second was a 
bitch who developed Addison’s Disease after suffering a Pyometra and was spayed as an emergency at 
just under five years of age.  She is still doing well at the age of fourteen.  One of my dogs sired 2 cases 
of SLO in different litters:  the dams of the two litters had no Sallen breeding in them.  I know of no 
other case of these or any other autoimmune diseases among my breeding, although in fifty five years’ 
breeding there may have been others; it is reasonable to expect something over that length of time. 



 
I do know of one case of epilepsy, but a litter brother lived a long and healthy life near me and died in 
his teens.  One dog exported as an adult of nearly three years developed what the vet in Europe 
diagnosed as Cocker Rage, but no conclusive proof was found, and the rest of that litter were fine.  The 
dog in question had been in the hands of an experienced breeder before being exported, and had had a 
promising show career in the UK. 
 

• If you own stud dogs do you store semen for the future? 
 
No.  The reasons are:  a) I am now too old to expect to use stored semen, b) I feel that artificial 
insemination may lead to breeding from bitches which should not be bred from because they are not 
natural breeders and the rates of success are low according to veterinary opinion in this country and c) 
since other breeders have shown absolutely no interest in my stud dogs, storing semen would be an 
expensive, useless project. 
 

• What would or did make you stop breeding? 
 
Age and personal circumstances are likely to stop me breeding at some stage, but I have not yet reached 
that stage. 
 

• What role does your country’s official canine registry have in regulating or providing guidance to 
breeders? 
 
The Kennel Club has introduced a number of regulations with which I disagree:  a) we are limited to 
only four litters being registered from any one bitch, b) no pups born after a bitch’s eighth birthday are 
registerable except with prior permission and then only up to the bitch’s ninth birthday, c) there is a 
scheme for breeders being called ‘Approved Breeders’ which is a sham as no inspections are carried out 
– it is titular only. 
 
What are the two most important lessons you have learned? 
 
Most breeders have no serious understanding of genetics, regard a high coefficient of inbreeding as 
dangerous, and have no concept of the fact that mating between a dog with a high COI and largely way-
out related bitch will bring the COI down.  This is difficult to quantify as the only really possible 
outcross would be to one of my dogs, and breeders do not come to me, partly because they fear my COI 
figures.  It is currently very popular for breeders in this country to import from Europe on the basis in 
many cases that they believe they are importing outcross blood.  I wish they could see that it is not so, 
and I wish they would leave the breeders in Europe to work on their own to keep a bit of separation from 
the breeding in this country.  There is still a firmly entrenched belief that inbreeding CAUSES all kinds 
of problems of itself; whereas health problems cannot be introduced by inbreeding, but merely 
emphasized thereby. 
 
Editor’s Note:  At the 2021 BCCA National specialty presentation, Dr. Bell showed a change in the 
Bearded Collie COI (pedigree analysis) by decade for 5, 10, and all generations – see table below.  The 
fewer generations, the lower the COI in the more recent periods;  yet. when all generations were 
included, there was no decline.  That is a logical expectation given the small number of founders and 
influential ancestors.  The all generation COI since 2000 from Dr. Bell has been around 29%, which is 
quite similar to the Embark molecular genetic COI of 32%.   The upward trend of 10 gen COI happens 
during breed development; after leveling off it should begin to decline and that happened in Beardies. 
 
 



Period # Dogs Av 5 gen COI Av 10 gen COI Av all gen COI 
1950-9 331 15.3% 15.3% 15.3% 
1960-9 1,457 15.0% 15.8% 15.8% 
1970-9 8,060 13.1% 19.7% 19.7% 
1980-9 16,674 10.0% 23.2% 23.2% 
1990-9 9,475 8.8% 26.1% 26.2% 
2000-9 9,475 8.7% 27.5% 28.8% 
2010-9 5,274 5.0% 23.9% 29.1% 
2020-1 144 2.3% 18.3% 29.4% 

 
Additionally Dr. Bell stated “that the popular sire syndrome is the single most influential factor in 
restricting breed gene pool diversity…  The genetic health of breeds is not a direct effect of 
homozygosity or heterozygosity, but of the accumulation of specific disease liability genes…  None of the 
types of mating systems (inbreeding, linebreeding, outbreeding) change the frequency of defective genes, 
or their dissemination.” 
 

Puppy Families 
 

• What key things do you look for in puppy families? 
 
We always check that a pup will not be left unattended all day while the owner(s) is/are out at work.  
Most of our customers these days have had one or more Beardies before, very many of them from us, so 
this short-circuits many a discussion! 
 

• What is in your puppy contract? 
 
We do not have a contract as such.  Customers sign an agreement stating they understand that no 
guarantee of show or breeding potential is given by us and that we believe the pup to be perfectly 
healthy at the time of sale; and any veterinary expenses after collection are their responsibility.  We do 
not enter into co-ownership; all pups are sold outright without any conditions.  I have held three dogs in 
partnership with a friend but this was an exception made for a close friend.  All puppies leave us with 
four weeks insurance.  
 
We have always handed out a rearing leaflet with recommendations about diet, timing of vaccinations, 
strong advice against neutering except where medically necessary, and general rearing and grooming 
advice.  We are always willing to take back for any reason any dog we have bred.  I make a point that 
the last thing I say as they are about to drive away with their new pup is:  “Please remember we are only 
at the end of the telephone.  Ring us with any problems before you ring  the vet; we can often save a 
vet’s bill”. 
 

• Do you or the future owner select the puppy? 
 
Either, depending on the litter concerned.  Sometimes the choice of pup for a customer is self selecting;  
i.e., they state they must have a particular sex and/or colour. 
 

• Do your puppy families meet their puppy before taking the pup home? 
Yes, at six weeks of age if they wish.  However, sometimes distance precludes two visits so  the 
selection is down to us and they meet their pup for the first time at collection.  In such cases we are very 
careful over the choice of pup for them. 
 



• How do you stay in touch with puppy families? 
 
Christmas card to those we receive them from; email and telephone when they ask for advice.  We 
always say we’ll be happy to see photos if they care to send the occasional one. 
 

• Have you ever had a puppy returned?  Why? 
 
Surprisingly few in 55 years of breeding.  Reasons are change of family circumstances, divorce, birth of 
a baby (dog no longer needed!).  We usually rehome them without any difficulty.  We never advertise, 
but merely keep the animal till a suitable home turns up.  We are lucky as we have enough 
accommodation to do this. 

 
 The Bearded Collie Breed 
 

• What Beardie(s) have you known or owned that stand out as great examples of  the breed? 
 
Ch. Wishanger Cairnbhan was a prepotent stud dog and stamped his progeny in a way that could be seen 
down the generations.  I have had a number of dogs whom I considered good examples of  the breed, 
though none became champions as I never felt that showing was the real endgame of breeding Beardies.  
I aim to breed Beardies the same in type as those I started with in the sixties, and NOT to increase coat 
length and density, or develop increasingly angulated animals with exaggerated movement.  I liked the 
breed as it was when I started and I saw no reason to ‘improve’ it. 
 
Ch. Benjie of Bothkennar I have always thought to be the epitome of perfection for the breed, and I was 
told by an early breeder that his movement was very beautiful.  He was quite free from exaggeration in 
any way, and to my mind typified the requirements of the breed standard in every way.  Sadly his libido 
was low and Mrs. Willison parted with him to a pet home.  Two other dogs who were probably 
prepotent sires were Ridgeway Rob and Alastair of Willowmead.  Sadly both had rather short lives, but 
their offspring were very impressive. 
 
Of my own breeding, the animals I regard as among the best I have bred are Sallen Zadok, S. Barley, S. 
Deborah, S. Calla, S. Harrar and his sister S. Java, S. Ruby, and Holly (unregistered but with a daughter 
registered in France).  S. Carrigallen is probably the best stud dog I have bred or had, together with 
Craftsman of Sallen and S. Harrar.  

 

     
        Sallen Deborah (1970, 1 CC, 2 res CC)       Sallen Barley (1977, 1 CC, 2 res CC)  



      
       Sallen Harrar (2003)              [Sallen] Holly (unreg; 2007, healthy at age 14) 

 

 
Sallen King Stephen (L, 2004) and Sallen Harrar (R, 2003) 

 

 
Sallen Csar (2017.  S Carrigallen x S Sofija) 



• How would you compare today’s Beardies to those of 15-20 years ago? 
 
I am very saddened by the Beardies I see being shown today, as I feel they are now a separate breed 
from those that I breed or the earlier Beardies with which I began.  I see very little left in them of the 
working breed with which we started.  
 

• What improvements would you like to see in the breed? 
 
From what I have written above it must be obvious that I would like to see a reversion to an earlier type, 
much closer to the working type when  the KC registered breed started out, and nearer to the type 
required by the Breed Standard. 
 
What I would really like to see is breeders working to develop their own strains and not going to use 
each and every one of  the latest champion dogs.  They should have faith in their own lines and largely 
stay within them, making only the occasional outbreeding to another line and then waiting several 
generations for it to embed into their own line.  I realized over 40 years ago that one or two dogs were 
being overused and dominating the breed, and that this would not be for the good of  the breed, so I 
avoided those lines in order that in the years to come, there would be at least one line to go to for “a 
change of blood”.  My breeding has always been aimed at this and my dogs now constitute the nearest 
thing to outcrosses available in the breed.  Sadly, because I do not show and mine do not carry ‘show 
coats’ or ‘show condition’ (i.e. are not overweight!) and also because I introduced a working line into 
my stock over thirty years ago,  UK breeders do not use my dogs or purchase stock from me.  So I 
continue to breed good dependable, long lived pets to sell to families, with the result that there are a 
great many of my Beardies in pet homes all around Scotland with some in England too! 
 

• Should the use of stud dogs be controlled to prevent overuse? 
 
This would be difficult in the UK as the British fight against regulation with a fury that is all their own. 
 

Is there anything else you would like to add? 
 

I think I have been extraordinarily lucky in  that I started with two animals, the grandchildren of an 
unregistered bitch.  I later managed to buy another daughter of a different unregistered bitch but sired by 
the sire of my original bitch.  Later again I was able to use at stud and register the progeny of three 
separate matings to another unrelated working dog (Turnbull’s Blue), on this occasion bringing in a 
fresh foundation line.  Having now bred down seven generations from Blue, it is worth recording that I 
have never seen any border collie traits in any of his descendants.   

In the last few years, thanks to the facility for registration of unregistered stock on the continent, two 
further foundation animals have been added to the gene pool.  One was bred by me ([Sallen] Holly) and 
the other has elements of my unregistered breeding of many years ago (Elan Jim).   

 
I believe this to be my legacy to the breed. 

 
Selected Pedigrees and Photos next 

UK Foundation animals registered have a black triangle   
UK Foundation animals unregistered have a black circle  

Repeat and common ancestors are marked in color unique to each 
Pedigree COI is for 10 generations 



 
 
 

 
Sallen Zadok (1970, Wishanger Wild Hyacinth x Bredon Whisper) 



 
 



 
 

 
Wishanger Wild Hyacinth 



 
 
 
Sallen Rona was a pup in the very first Sallen litter.  Editor’s Note:  The following account is from an interview 
with Moira published in the BCCA Bulletin in 1990.  Sallen Rona was imported to the USA by Sue and Mike 
Mitchell and was co-owned with Moira Morrison (Cauldbrae) at a year to year and a half..   Rona’s first litter 
(the second Beardie litter in the USA) was by Heathglen Amiable Angus (also co-owned with Moira and from 
the first litter bred in US by the Levys); there were 6 black and white pups, 3 of whom were bred from.  A 
second litter sired by Angus was different from the first in that as they grew, they had Border Collie influence 
(coats didn’t come in the same way and had pointy noses).  Those pups were all placed and some were good 
working farm dogs.  
 
Rona had 4 other litters, at least 703 descendants (in BeaCon’s pedigree database).  She is found in generations 
8, 12-14 of litters born in 2013-2020 in these US Kennels (Alamos, Blue Moon, Buckram, Blackfriar). 
 



 
 
 

 
 

Turnbull’s Blue (1978) 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sallen Fern  & Sallen Lass  

(1987, littermate sisters by Turnbull’s Blue X Sallen Clover Honey) 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Sallen Cassandra  



 
 
 



 
Craftsman of Sallen (1984) 

 

 
Sallen Calla (1996.  Craftsman of Sallen x Sallen Ladyburn) 



 
 

 
Sallen Carrigallen (2006, S Cava x S Gail; photo age 14, healthy at 16) 



 
 

 
 

Sallen Ruby (healthy at age 13) 


